
 

United Way 
of Central Iowa 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orchard Place 

Administrative Office 

2116 Grand Ave  

Des Moines, Iowa 50312 

Phone: (515) 246-3514 

Fax: (515) 246-3599 

 

Orchard Place Campus 

925 SW Porter Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 50315 

Phone: (515) 285-6781 

Fax: (515) 287-9695 

 

Child Guidance Center 

808 Fifth Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

Phone: (515) 244-2267 

Fax: (515) 244-1922 

 

PACE Juvenile Center 

620 Eight Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

Phone: (515) 697-5700 

Fax: (515) 697-5701 

 

Orchard Place Foundation 

925 SW Porter Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 50315 

Phone: (515) 287-9610 

Fax: (515) 287-9695 

 

7/2/20 

Dear Parents and Guardians- 

Here is today’s Campus update, which can also be found on the Campus page of the Orchard 
Place website at: 
https://www.orchardplace.org/services/orchard-place-campus. 
 
1. We have completed COVID testing for all Shiffler residents and many staff members have 

tested as well.  We hope to have test results by mid-week next week.   

2. As mentioned yesterday, Des Moines Public Schools released their Return to learn plan, 

which can be found at https://www.dmschools.org/return-to-learn/.  Since the campus school is 

part of Des Moines Public Schools, we will be following their plan.   

I am providing you with a summary of that document along with some ideas of how that will 

look for campus.  There is still much to be determine and please do understand plans can 

change quickly if there are continued outbreaks of COVID cases.   

There are 2 options in the plan: 

1. Virtual Learning-whereby the students complete 100% of their schoolwork on Virtual 

Campus for all grades K-12. 

2. Hybrid Model-whereby the students will have combined online instruction with a 

shortened in-person school week in order to limit the number of people in the school 

buildings.  There will be one model for grades K-8 and another for high school.   

 

It is our intention at campus to utilize the Hybrid Model if COVID case activity is low enough and 

risk management strategies can safely mitigate the risk.   

https://www.orchardplace.org/services/orchard-place-campus
https://www.dmschools.org/return-to-learn/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

DMPS will require all school personnel and all students to wear masks at all times when in 

school buildings.  Obviously as an agency we support this strategy.  In addition, the Orchard 

Place school will require all their school personnel to complete temperature checks on staff at 

beginning and end of the school day.  We will continue with temperature checks of the youth at 

the units as we have done.   

All school work will be graded both in person and online and attendance will be taken both in 

person and online.   

Our principal has determined the maximum number of students and adults that can be present 

in each classroom while maintaining social distancing requirements.  Essentially our space is 

being reduced by 50%, so where we previously could have 10 students per classroom, we will 

be limited to 5 students per classroom with 2 adult teaching personnel.   

On campus, Grades K-8 will likely have 50% of the kids attending in the morning and then 50% 

attending in the afternoon.  We are discussing a way for students to do online learning on the 

opposite times of in-person teaching.   

High School will likely have 50% of the kids attending in the morning and then 50% attending in 

the afternoon.  We will need to set up a computer lab in order for the youth opposite in-person 

instruction to work on virtual learning.   

Again, these plans are not 100% finalized yet.  We hope to have them closer to final shortly 

after July 22nd and we will share those finalized plans with you by end of July.   

As always, your child’s therapist or building supervisor are available for assistance.   

Sincerely, 

    
Amber Rand, LMHC, IAADC   Dr. Stephen R. Mandler 
Campus Vice President   Chief Medical Officer, Orchard Place  

Board Certified in Child & Adolescent Psychiatry 
   


